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BLUE MOUNTAIN OBSERVATORY HOLDS OPEN HOUSES
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana’s Blue Mountain Observatory will hold open houses on the
third and fourth Fridays of June, July, August and September.
The open houses are free and open to the public, and people of all ages are welcome. The
first two open houses are coming up soon - Friday, June 16, and Friday, June 23.
Constellation talks will be given periodically throughout the open houses, as well as
question-and-answer sessions about all things astronomical.
Observing begins approximately one hour after sunset, weather permitting. If the weather
is cloudy early in the evening, the open house will be canceled, even if it clears up later. If there
is any doubt about the weather or for more information about the open houses, call Diane Friend
of UM ’s physics and astronomy department at 243-4299.
During June open houses, observers will look at the planet Jupiter and some beautiful
nebulas, star clusters and galaxies now visible. Visitors who arrive early on Friday, June 16,
(from 10 to 10:30 p.m.) may catch a glimpse of the planets Saturn and Mercury.
Bring a warm coat and- a small flashlight. Binoculars also are fun if you have them, but
they aren’t necessary.
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It takes about an hour to get to the observatory from downtown Missoula. A map and
directions are available online at http://www.physics.umt.edu/BlueMountain.
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